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their Budget, the Conservatives resigned, and were
succeeded by a Coalition Ministry composed of
Whigs and Conservative Free Traders, or Peelites,
as they were then called, under Lord Aberdeen as
Prime Minister, Gladstone for the first time hold-
ing high office as Chancellor of the Exchequer.
Palmerston went to the Home Office, where it was
thought he would clo no harm. This peculiar
arrangement, as by the fatality of a Greek drama,
brought on the Crimean War.

No mistake could have been greater than to
suppose that the new French Emperor would
attempt either to avenge or to emulate his uncle.
Napoleon III. shaped his course on the simple
principle of continuing the policy of his prede-
cessor where it had been fortunate, and reversing
it where it had been unlucky. France had entered
on a wonderful career of material progress under
Louis Philippe, and so everything was done to
further her prosperity under the new Empire.
Free speech had bred revolution ; it ceased to
exist. The priests had been alienated ; education
now passed for all practical purposes under their
exclusive control. Above all, France had found
herself isolated in Europe, and had got the reputa-
tion of being afraid to fight. She must therefore
reassert her claims to respect, if possible in alliance
with other Powers, but especially in alliance with
England, resuming the entente cordiale which had
benefited Louis Philippe so much, and avoiding a
provocation like the Spanish marriages, which had
cost him so dear.

An  opportunity for carrying this   policy   into